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Comments on the Report of the BIIPB

The followmg are the views af the Depurtiment of Finance

SEUPH

The Spectd EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) 15 one ol Lhe North South
Emplementation Badies set up under the Good Friday Agreement  1Tis, inler ale, the
Manamng and Paviig Autherty for the Teeland Northern Treland INTIRREG 111A
Programme [ s surprnising thul there s no reforence at all to the SEUERE n the
Executive Summary or acknowledgement of thewr role it promoting cross baorvder co-
aperation and in successflly managing the Programme

Maragraph 19 pomts oul that economic and other henefits are hard to quanei iy for
these prrograrmines The Bdud Term Update of the Treland™orth reland TN THRETG
progromune has recentlly  beon Onabsed and shows the  following  Fuancnsld
comnu el { ERDE momcs) stands al €103m (75%) and spend al €41m (30%)

[mpacts aod hkely achicvement of obhjcctives
The Progranune hias delivercd gualitanye impacts m g number of arcas

s Developing new cross border linkages, developmy somc new cross
border lmkages and for 9 o of the 65 promoters surveved this was the
firat timc they had becn invelved i a cross barder praject  1n addition at
noplementation levil there s evidenes of Deparlments workimg tapeether
fior (b first tme,

. Reral ernss border projects, the Programme has resolted i much more
apprecration of the *7 word o relation w the ot identification of need,
mrojeel development wd iplemcalalom arrangemunts There 1=
gvidence from the mterviews that projects arc gennnely cross border and
there are no parallel projects,

+  Range of cross border projects fonded, the typas of projecis supported
nciude capual projects based 1 one locatton €e @ Widas project, Resprte
Care TIome, marmne projcets) hut developed and  implemented jomnly.
ciprtal pryects which gpan the honder aren (e p road  and nnl
umprovements) and projects which encoutage cross horder co-operatian
by operating m aliermative locations on either side of the border {e &
farmers market},

. Iinuvalive solufions o overcome cross border obsticles, thers s
evidence that the TNTERRLG Programume 15 helpmyg w addvress some of
the harrmers to cross border co-operauon such as accossitn by, mformahon
mrevasice (ransgior, secal and ealiomal Fetors which can mpinge an
eross border developmenl,
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Innovanyvencss of project 1deas supported, some of the projects funded
to date have been wmnevatrve m nulure such as the GP Out of Hours
Scrviee and the cstablishment of un Academy to ram Renswahie Tinerzy
brslitlbers,

Improvemcnts to goality of hife in the border region. the Programme 14
helping w o improve the quahty of hic of resilents i the clhigibic region
through upgrades 10 megor rall and road oclworks, rucal roads, health
scrvices, communily development capacity and through projects focusing
on vanous sechens of society such as the eldetly. memally &1l farming
communiies and youreg people, and

Geoeraphy of linkages made, 1t 15 evident that the TNTERRTWG
Programme has swrengthened the alnlily of those hving adpacent to the
hordet 10 work together and v addiion has facililated cross bonder
[inkiges belween those whi hve guile o distance from the border

Ouotpuis, resalits and impacis

16 oul of
mihicators
achieve
achieved

thi 42 outpot mdigators have ocen fully wchicved, 7 of the ¥3 resull
huve bean fully sclueved und 4 of the 33 result indicators have besn
Creerall at this Updats stage, 27 out o the 148 indrcators (18%4) have been

Tahle 1 Proportion of indwcaters ackmeved across the Mrogramme
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The #41m spent to date (end September) resulizd 10 the following
* 5% FIF pabs crgated ot safoguarded throngh sross bordor maval inmanvees g 11,
¢ L0 bosmesses eepacding in ems of ncrsases orosees (M1,
o BT pehwepants n lradimng gl elucahos anlateves, al vloch 238 saned guab licscens (WG 20
& D people moned b oewe s'els (M]3, i
* 22 parlscmants oo sectoral imibizlves garnne gualiBeatuons (. 3, I
w23 people parmo new eroplayment thiouy secteral e aliees 1 3 !
* 449 people proecessing m emaowmenl (M3, i
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*  DERM sopuene Tzl ol enterprse pack developod and 285 mross jobe crested (M2 10
#  hafety npvigational mmprovements 2 3 large pacts (2 1)

= read re-aliznonent schames {M2 1)

*  LERm of zural el irmprocements (W2 10

# L0 spell harbour mnprovemeno. (42 17,

M+ rosidongs in regom recerang achvie an reeyclie (M2 1,

= 7 Fshory managzmer s progeots aupoeroed {2 2)

= S 0udindividuals rovolved mocapacity Bulding arojzets £d3 1,

& 4 mew comimonniy deve lopmerl spproaches pul inbs place (%3 10,

o 95E health cars professeni s tramed (K3 25,

* 20 naw pobs created 15 & result of healch projeces supporied (435 23, ond

* |8 crovs horder Spalih rainmgevenis (kA3 3]

The above pives a flaveur of achizverents to date

[CBAN

Parigruph 24 mennons [CBAN s one of the Implemenlaton Bodies for the

prograuune ard recommends 1t as

« Mamexample of effective working ac the local kevel across the polibicnl partnes
ourth and south of the breland ¢ Northero lreland border {Para 31);"

Ttus Departmenl 1s not sutisficd with the promnence @ven to one of the
[mplementing Bodies for the Programme, especially given the absence of any
refzronce to the STEUPE ICBAYN 13 one of a number of eross border Tmplementing
Busdros Tov ihe Progromme amd as Lhe repory slules {OBAMN 15 one of three INTERRECG
pirtnershn ps, he other are the East Border Region and the Worth Wast Regian all of
which have a broadly sirmilar representatien and provide a valuable mpuat (o 1he
Programme  In termg of finaneial performance, all three parlnershups have made
broudiv 1o same contrbubien in wrms of allosations snd spend to dale

Same mote spectfic comments and suggestad amendments on the texl are outhned
b lova

1% Imlerrey I prograsaoe {2000-2000)

Bullat 1 - mtermes HIA
There are two programmes aperating beiween regions within Bestin the UK
and lreland: deorth-ef bretund the Border Region and Northern Ireland.

A regands the brehimdWales Programne
and, the nther between three regions in the East of Ireland and seven counnes in

West Wales {€70.0 milhon, with an KL contribution of €48.5 millian).
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the Atlantic Area {similar to the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Reguons
{CPMR} Atlantic Are, which brings together Europe’s eoastal regions) including
ile swhale of Ereland, the UK®s western regnons, the west of France, the vorth of
Spain and Portugal.

12 Thus para sets out the onmmal Commission prapaosals re terntonal cooporauon
Bath b €13k and the 50 50 splu belween: cross-border and transnaduml are subgect
Ly change dependmg on the outcome of negohiations on lhe financal perspectives In
the last text on this {presented at the Luxemburg swremit in June) a figure of €7 2bn
was praposed

14 There are nol current]y sny proposals for a specific Briish-1nsh transnational
programme  The uuthor may be refereny 1o the possihiluy of & sub-programme
withize ong of the existing transnanianal spaces

18 Wales/Ireland lntermeg LA programime should cead “Ireland Wales Iniemee 11LA
Procrarnme” throughout the document (zee also para 20)

Examples were alse drawn trom the greater geographic seale of the
trangnational Interreg ITIB programmes at cthe North West Europe and the
Adlantic Aren level,

20 This para sets out the onginal Comtussion prapasals re terntonal cooperation and
15 subcel o change depending an the owteome af negotiations on the Nnaneial
PETEDECTIVEE

20 o WUTS-3 regons of England have a martime border within 1530km ol Treland

&1 s e ceriaim that they could be mvolece mow martime eross-horder progromme

Annelte Connolly
North South BTV Programmes
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