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Thank you for sending a copy of your March report ¢n tounsm i [reland te
Tessa Jowell Az Minister for Tounsm, | am replyang in her stead

The repart 15 very comprehensive and we welcome the co-operative approach being
developed within Ireland There 15 a lot m common with the key aims we are
pursuing In England and for Britain abroad, for instance the emphasis on qualrty and
competrtiveness {which 1s 1n itself founded upon the quality of preduct and service)
Thiz 1s particularly important m view of the significant extent of traffic between
treland and Great Britan, as visitars will be likely to expect similar standards

As you know, the Britrsh-Insh Ceunal has selected tourism as one of 1ts themes
Cine of the main benefits so far has been working together to share 1deas and best
practice It may not always be feasible to establish a cammen approach but the
pooling of minds 1s important and, for instance, we are keeping the 8IC closely
mformed about an Important tounsm data preject we have inmated

The rate of tourism growth will no doubt continue for many years to come and we
will continue in England to wark clasely with the industry and our regional and lacal
partners to improve gquality, skills, data and of course marketing ‘We thus hope to

match or exceed the continually mereasing expectabions of our visiters, including
those from Iraland | am sure that your report will help you te do the same and look

forward to the continuation of our cooperative relationship
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