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The Irnzh Department of Education and Science welcomeas the Brbish-Insh
Inter-Parhamentary Body's Repart from Committee D (Emvironmenl and
Social) on its enguiry into special needs educational pravision in Bntain and
trefland, with special reference to autism and notes s recommendations

The Department believes that the enactment of the Education for Persons
with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 (EPSEN Act) and the astablishment
of the National Counell for Special Education, which has been operational
since the 1st January 2005, provides a leqislatve and structural framewaork
which will benefit all children with disabibties, including those with autism

Tha EPSEN Act provides a comprehensive legislative framework 1o govern
the delivery of services for while the establishment of the National Council for
Special Education will iImprove and speed up the delivery of services to pupils
with special needs, their parents and schoolz The Act zets out a range of
services, which must be provided, incluchng assessmeants, education plans
and support services Every child with special educational needs 18 entifled to
an indwidual education plan {(IEP), prepared by appropnate professionals Tho
IEP will set out the child's educational needs, the special educaton and
related support services to be provided to lum or her and the goals, which the
child 15 to achieve ovar a period of not mora than 12 months Parants have a
right to participate and prowvide inputs m the preparation af the |IEP and the
|EP 15 subject to regular review and amendment

While the secthions of the EPSEN Act relating to IEPs have not yet
commenced, the Department 15 aware that some schools have already
mitiated processes wharaby indwvidual plans have hasn drawn up N respect of
pupils with special educahonal needs This process generally involves school
staff, the pupl's parents, the schoal psychologist and any other professionals
mnvobved with the pupll Part of the requirement of such plans 1s that they are
reviewad reqularly with all those involved in drawing them up

The provision of education services for pupils of post pimary age with autism
15 dependent on the professionally assessed needs of the indvidual pupl The
Department's policy 13 to ensure the maximum possible integraton of pupils
with spacial educaticnal neads into ardinary mamstream schoals Whers
mamstream pravision 1s not appropnate puplls can be catered for in special
schools which are dedicated {o particular disability groups Thera are now 107
special schoois in the country These schools cater for children from 4 10 18
yedrs of age and each school enjoys a significantly reduced pupl teacher
ratic and other staffing supports

The Department of Education and Science ssuad a comprehensive circuiar 1o
all pnmary schools in August 2005 regarding the orgamsation of teaching
resources for pupls whe need additional support in mainstream pnmary
schools The main purpose of this circular s to provide guidance for schools
on the daployment and organisation of the teaching resources that were
allucaled under the general allocation model Reference s alse mads in this
circular o the deployment of additional teaching resources that are allocatad



to schools for the support of indradual pupils with low incidence disabdihes,
including thosa with autism

The Department has develaped a strategy designed o mest the continuing
professional development needs of all schoal personnel working with children
with special educational needs and supports for perzons with autistic
spectum disorders

Specifically, the strategy has produced

» amajor expansion of the range of post-graduate professional trainmg
programmes

» the introduction of a range of new training pragrammes to provide a
mix of intensive induchon trainng and mere advancead training i1
specilc areas

=+ the establishment of the Special Education Suppor Servace (SESS) in
Seplember 2003

For teachers invalved in teaching children with special educational needs, the
Department currently provides support on an annual bages for

» 140 places on a post-graduate diploma programme in special
educational needs

= 20 places an a past-graduate programme m Autism

» 16 places on a further education ! masters programme In special
educationsl needs

The Department alsa funded the development of an Apphed Behawviour
Analysis (ABA) traiming programme in Trinty College Tubhn and funded the
participation 12 teachers an the course in 2003-2004 The successful
partcipants are now avalzble to the Deparbment, as classroom teachers and
as a further traiming resource

Ag part of its response to the growing demand from teachers for support and
training, the SESS has developed teams of trainers to deliver traming in four
specific areas, ncluding autism This training 15 delivered locally across the
State through the Education Gentre network In addiicn, the Sernce provides
mmediate rosponsns to requests from schopls for support ina vanety of
autism-related areas Currentiy the SESS are providing "An Introduction to
Autiem’ one day seminar for classroom teachers who currently have a child
with autism in their classroom The Service also funds the provision of on-hine
training courses tor teachers. including a course on autism, dunng the
summer manths of July and August and dunng the autumn and spring lerms
An online course In autism commenced on the 17th Celober, 2005 and runs
until the 2nad of December, 2005 The Service funds approved approaches to
the teaching of childran with autism such as PECS {Picture Exchangs
Communication System) and TEACCH (Treatment and Education of Autistic
and related Commumcation Handicapped Children) and the Hanen approach



An imtiative to tackle shortages of physiotherapists, ocoupational therapists
and speesch and ianguage therapists resulted in an additional 75 Speech and
Language Therapy places being prowided at Insh Universities Intake 1o these
courses commenced in the 2003/04 academic year

in conclusion, thus Department 15 continumng to priontise the deveiopmeant of
the network of spacial educational pravision for children with special needs,
including thase with autism, and the steps taken in recent years and those
curently 1IN hand represent significant progress in the development of those
services Many of the developments are in line with the recommendations and
best praclces dentified 1in the Report 1t 15 intended that this Department whl
continue to work closely with the Department of Health and Children in
developing seraces for chidren with autrsm

Some comments on specific 1Issues

Paragraphzs 24 & 25 - The National Council for Special Educaton may wish to
comiment separately on these paragraphs

Paragraph 28 — Allocation policy for post-pnimary levei continues to be on the
hasis of assessed needs

Paragraph 29 — It 15 more correct to say that children with SEN can attend
speacial classes, dedicated to therr particular disabihity group, attached to
certain mamstream schoois rather than ‘[Clhildren with spacial needs in
malnstream schools can attend special classes dedicated to thewr parhicular
disability group’

Faragraph 40 — The Report says thatin Ireland children with moderate
learming diff cultias are oftan attending schools for children with minor learming
difficultres, which has resulted 1n the closure of schools for children with
moderate problems No school for pupils wath rminot learming difficulties has
bkeen closed in Ireland in recent years



