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Bews Danid .

When | goknowlerdged tecept of 1he rgcent repor of Gammitiee D of the Brmtigh-trsh
Inter-parhamentary Body's enaury Inte speciat educational needs ROVISIGH N Britain
and freland, (with pecial referansa 1o auhism) earfier tis yaar, | promized to tet you
have a considered response 10 croulate before the Body's plenary sasion on 22 and
2 Nayeanrihe:

| gnclos® & note whieh | nope wilk be Relpful be the Commiges

Toe repart 15 INtSresting and timely given the recard dabates on spacal educathonal
neads (SEN) N bott Houses of Fariiameant in the summar and the pregant Educaton
and Skills Select Committee mogiury 1 ghights 8 number of the msues that we
sought 1o Bddress i our tong-tarm stralagy for IMproving provision for chukdren with
SEN — Ramoving Barnes 13 Achavement, topies of which were, | believe, provided
to the Commitise

We have devaloped & 1ong-termn pregramme because, 68 the Commitea wil Nave
found, many of the challanges we face 1 mmprowing Brovision for chuldren with GEMN
ard 1heir famibes can onfy be tackled by sustamed achon over & number of years
This appies just 35 rmuch o children wath Autistic Spettrurmn Dissrdwre (ASDE) me 1o
other children with SEM The aumbers of childran peing dentfiad s having an &S0
Fove INCreaBsd i1 recen! yaars and ths, together with the rangs and complasty of
needs acroes the auistic spectrum, has particular phicatians for the proasion of
services We recagnises this in 2002 whon we publehed. jointly with the Departrment
of Health, gocd praciice quiGancs on making 10uli-agenay provislion ke chuldren with
AS0s and | taa! rar setf-review Tor sarvise providers The gihdancs can be found at
weor teachemot qoy Jiwiiniesehoch senl anos
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My note, wn addron o respdnding to the spacific wauea reused in your repart in
relation ta Englang, sats our GEM stralegy in the contest of our wider pobcies and
programemes for chidran Together thess pohoes and programmaes will, | balkave,
he'p o 1mprove the vea and e chances of chiidren with SEN end their famhes in

thes SOPIIMT yoars
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