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Thank you for your ietier of 13 Fehrirary enclosing a transcnpt of a debate about Sellafield that
wok place at the Boush-Insh Inter-Parliamentary Bedy 1 Boumemouth an ¢ December. [am
grataful to you for grving me the opportumty to commaent on the matters rassed in the debate 1
appreciate that 16sucs relanng to Seilafield have attracted an mereased level of interest in recent
months and 1t 15 umportant that the UK Government confinttes to werk with the Government of

Iretand and with the devolved admimstrations to respond as fully as we can to any questions
rased

4

A wide range of 1ssues were covered dunng the debate, ncluding the decision announced on 3
Qetober on the justificanon of the manufacture of MOX fuel and operation of the Scllaficld
MOX Plant (SMP) and secunty 1ssues associated with nuclear mstallations. 1 wall wy to respond
to the range of 1ssues covereid

A number of members commented that there was a deeply held pubhc mixtrust of activihes i
the nuclear power Industry  Tn particular, there was real concera about the pereerved or potential
impact of these on health, safety and the environment Members acknowledged the often
emotional response o these matters and the fact that neganve perceplions were not easy fo
remnove arespecnive of the amount of scientific evidence that might be presonted to cotnter

themt 1 know that mereased concem about potential terrorist artacks has added to the public’s
sense of unease about the nuclear mdustry — appeanng, for exampie, to increased concem about
the decision an MOX manufacture and operabion of SMP | agree that a proper understanding of
the facts would enabie peopie to cvaluate morg gvenly the often drumanc ¢lams that are made
about percuived nsks of negative 1mpacts asseerated with the noclear mdustry  Both the industry
and also the relevant regulators and responaible orgamsationis within Government have 2
responsibility ta be as transparent as possible aboul thewr activities and to ensure that information
about the ruclear indusiry 15 effect: vely made avalable to the public A better understanding of
the industry and the way 1t 1s reguiated would, I am sure, go a leng way towards addressing
pubhc concems
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Everyone involved 1t the UK crvil nuclear industry takes very seriously their responsibilitics
towards ensunng safety and properly protecting the environment. The nuclear industry is
subject to extremely sgmgent systems of control, monitonng and regulabion. Rigerous gystems
are 1n place that ensure that nuclear activites are camed out safely; that waste is managed
effectvely, that necessary discharges are properly controlled and that the security of nuclear
matenals and mstallahions 15 effechively provided for

In respect of maclear safety, the UK's independent nuclear safety segulater, the Health and
Safety Expcutive’s Nuclear 1nstallarons Inspectarate (HSE's NJI) has wade powers to ensure
that the industry effectively manages safety  Thus mcludes the power to requirs an installation to
be shut down 1f not satisfied about safety At all times, nuclear operaiors are required 1o
demonztrate to the satisfaction of the N1I that actinihes at nuclear sites ere safe and that they are
complymg with the stnct condittons of their nuclear sits lcenee. The HSE hat made ciaar its
view that activities at the Sellafield site are zafe.

As regards protection of the emvironment, all radicactive discharges from the UK are tightly
copmolled by the Environment Agency {EA} so as to ensure that their impact on the environment
15 numimal and that resultan: radiclogical exposure is kept weil withun imternanonally accepted
safe ltmits The mpact of discharges on the environment 15 carefully momtorsd by the EA amd
the Department for the Emaronment, Food and Roral Affmrs (DEFRA). Discharges of the most
sigmfcant radionuchdes have been dramafically decreased over the pest twenty years. It can be
noied that Ireland’s gwn competent body, the Radiciogice! Protection Inshrute of Ireland (RPT),
1teclf cames ovt civelul monitonng of radwactivity m the Tnsh Sea. Whale the RPIT mnkes clear
that 1t objects ta discharges of man-made radwactivity from UK nuclear installations, at the
same tume, 10 all 115 published statemants and reports, the RPIT seeks to stress to people m
Ireland that the amounis of radoactivity discharged from UK nuclear sites are very small and
“do nol pose 2 signefican kealth risk to people living in Ireland”™. The RPI powts out that the
rachoactivity 1 such discharges 15 dwarfed by the radiation that ccours naturaily in ssawater and
clsewhers m the ernviromment and that the dose of radipactiaty that a person in Ireland might
recerve during 2 year as a reselt of discharges from UK nuclear installations 1s tiny 1n
corapanson tu that which they recerve from naturally occumng scurces sach as Radon gas

Regulators do, of course, contmue {0 challenge the mdustry to find ways te further wnprove
safety managerent and environmental protection It 15 nght that they do s0. The UK elsa works
within the relevant miermatianal bodies, such as the Internatienal Atomic Bnergy Agency, to
ensurea that mternationally agreed standards and recommendahons relating to safety and
anvironmental protecion are properly mamtamned and updated

[ ern very conscious of the concerms that have been expressed sbout the potential security issues
associated with UK nucleer ipstallattons  The UK’ a civil nuclear sites apply stringent securnty
measures reguiated by the Office for Crvil Noclear Security (OCNES), the nuclear security
regulator The sccurity regulator works closely with the HSE, which provides advice oa the
safety imphications of events, neluding extemnal hazards such as plane crashes, at nuclear
installatrons Security and safety precaubons at nuclear siies are kept under repular review

Borh regulators are reviewiny all relevant precautions m the light of the recent terrorist attacks n
the USA It 18 not Government policy to disciose details of secunty measures taken at civil
nuclear siies
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The Government 1s véry much aware of concems about possible heelth effects of radintion in the
environment - whether naturally cecumng or fiom low level radicactive discharges from
nuclenr facthties Such congerns are understandsable and need to be taken very seriously and
prapexly mvestigated Members cxpressed particutar concerns that dizcharges of low level
radipactive waste might somehow cause unforeseen health problems for firtere gencrations.

In 1985, the UK establizhed & specialist indspendent committee to investigate these matters, the
Commuttes on Mediea! Aspects of Radiaton i the Environment (COMARE), which hag
undertaken extensve ressarch on the subject. COMARE has Iooked at several nuclear sites
Greel Brtwn, and most extensively 2t Sellafieid. After completing a comprehensive review of
the rowhne and aceidental discharges the Committes conchuded that the level of cancer in young
peaple hving m the vicimty of the Sellafield plapt was not related to the rdiation dose resuliing
from these discharges The Comtnitics also sximued other routes of exposure such as
preconception utadiauon and unrecognised pathways via workers. Neither showed enty
relanonship 10 known cancer fevels The Commmtice has continued its work and 35 about te
repott on preconception utadianon effects w the whole of the Bnhsh Nuclear industry meluding
effects other than cancer The Commuttee 15 also studymng al! chilkihood cancer in the UK and s
possible relanonship 1o dusmal practices meiudmg the mucleat mudustry. So it can be seen that
ihe question of possthie health effects have been and continue to be tharonghly vestigated.

T wall tum now to the pomts raised dbout the decision announced on 3 October on the
jushificanon of the manufactues of MOX fuel, | must be understood that this decision was taken
properly by due process, foilowing several rounds of public consultation to which, amongst
others. the Tnsh Government submutted views. In makmng their decigion, the Secretanes of State
took mio account all releyamt views and mformation, This meluded a careful assessment af the
economme case for operation of the plant, safity 1wsues which were considersd by the HSE, the
envirommnental mpact of the plant which was consmdered carefully by the EA and security 1ssues
associated with operation of SMP and the export of MOX, whuch were assessed very carefully
by the OCNS A copy of the decision letter can be found on the DEFRA wehsite

www defra gov pldenvironmentTadioasvity/maximdex him

it should be noted that operanon of SMP has virtally oo impact on radioactive discharges from
Sellafield The very low level of diseharges 1s bargely due to the fact that the manufecture of
MOX 15 essennally & dry process and aiso to the fact that the plant hes spocific design features
which mummuse 251y discharges to the environment  The EA estimmates the anmuel radianon dase
the! sven a person most concewvably exposed to discharges from SMP mught receive to ba less
than one mullionth of the annual dose that the average person o the UK receives from natrally
acournng background radiation  The European Commission supports this position stating very
firraly that m both normsal operanon and in the event of an accident, operation of SMP *15 not
Lable to tesult m radicactve contamination, significant from the pomnt of view of health, of the
water, snl ar ewrspace of anosher member stata™

We arc very consaious thal concerns have beon cxpressed about secunty issues associated with
MOX T cah assure you that these matters bave been considered very careinlly by the
Government As 15 made clear i the decision letier published on 3 October, the Gervetnment
remains satisfied that the naks of nuclear weapons prohferahon anising from the manufacturs of
MOX 1n the UK and the export of MOX to customers 1 Europe and Japan is negligible. The
stngent seclmity and physical protection arrangements m plece for MOX transports have been

- dti

Depm it o Touder sor] Toliimiry



2 —pAR-Z0E2  11°25 FROM DSRJ]D WIRWICK MP TQ E6B54 P B

approved by all reigvant Govemment regulatars, are desigmed to cops with afl credible threats
and ensure that the secursty nsks associsted with MOX shipments are negligible. It can be noted
that the US Goverzunent has slso recently confirmed that it remains satisfied about the security
arrangements in place for lansports of MOX fusl contyyrmng Japanese owned plutonen for
whuch the 1FS retains ceriain nghts and responsibilities 1o respect of aecunty. For sbvicus
secunity reasons, the Govemment does not make public details of the physical protection
arrangements 6 place for euch ransports.

Nuclear power makss an important contnbution to the UK s snergy supplies and hes an
important role m limiting syeenhouse ges emusalens and helping the UK meet 1ts Kyoto targsts.
Existwug nuclear stations, which provide about a quarter of the LJK's slectricaty supplies, will
cantinie to contnbuts to our energy requirements provided they do so to the high safety end
enviremmental standards curmently observed  Equally, the wnportamt work camied out at
Sellafield 1n handhng responsibly and safely the wastes and redundant buildings associated with
the 1K s nuclear lagacy carmert be avoided That legacy would not simply go away if the
Sellafield site wers shut amd the work was not done  The sbsoluts prionty for the UK, which
underlies all our actions and decisions m respect of Sellafield, is to ensure that public sector civil
auclear habiities 2re managed 10 a safe, secure and cosl effsctive way that enstires protaction of
the cnvironment

1 welcome properly mnformed and ranonal debste about these 1ssues. 1 wonld hope thet members
of the BIIPB would also wish fo encolrage people to approach to the issues in a reasonable and
responsible manner I am confident that the facts prowvide strong support for the UK
Govermnmient's view that any risks assocated with operstion of the UK s envid nuciear industry
are effectively controlled and managed 1o provade defence 1n depth againgt harm to health, safety
and the emvirormem  Clearty this 1s the onty basis on which any responsible Government would
allow the continued operation of the nuciear indusiry

6,_& iy
i e -

PATRICLA HEWITY

Enttr bt ool Tl aaert; ity
TOTFL ».@5



1 - -‘"ﬁg 1 ,:')Pf—l:" -

.

':{. . '__:i’:-' -
I
Rt Hon Rhodr Morgan AM Liywodraeth Cynuliad Cyrru

Frrst Mimster/Prf Wemnmidog Symr
Welsh Assembly Government

Cardiff Bay Hae Caecrdydd
Cardif CFaf 1WA Caerdydd CFO3 1MNA
079 2089 a782 025 2082 3782
GTH 1208 GTH 1208

Fax 029 2080 158 Rhif Cyflunydd 025 208% 124

Qur ref/Em oyi FM 220/02
Rt Hon Dawid Winnick MP
Enttish-Insh Inter-Parhamentary Body
House of Commens
London

SWHA 0AA
mamh 2002

Dat'u\_. r.':-"o v"-,-.r'i:,_
British-insh Inter-Parliameniary Body

| am writing In response to your letter of 13 February 2002 with which you enclosed a copy
of the transcnpt of the proceedings at your meeting in Bournemouth on 3-4 December last
year

Afthaugh we have no direct responsibiity for Sellafieid, we are intarested in davelopmants
at the plant because of the potential health and envirgnmental mpact on the Narth Wales
coast in particular

On & January Jane Hutt, the Health and Social Services Secretary, made a statement In
the Assembly The response of Assembly Members showed that they were congerned
about the rmixed oxde plant, especially i light of concems expressed by the Insh
Repubhc, Manx and Nomrwegian Governments  In view of its close proximuty to Morth
Wales, they were concernad that thers should be monitoning of the enviranment and any
health affects, about the potential for terronst attack and the general safety of the sife
These views have now been conveyed to the Secretanes of State for Health and for the
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

For your information | am enclosing a copy of the exchanges i the Assembly on 8
January
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impeortanse of mdependence—particularly n
relaticn to sdvocacy servicss—and also the
wnpurlant proneciing work that the wofuntary
geelor can ondertake,  sparking off
developments whigh local authonnes can
then embedd 1o ther pelicies

“We have & voluntary scctor schene, a
Woluntary Sector Parnesslup Cowncl and a
children and young people’s network—on
which both Jane Davidson and T serve as a
part of our nwmstenal responsibilities—and
thus a close working relatonship with ke
voluntary sector However, we must consider
delivery, as well as pohey-roalang, o relatien
to Chuldren F st and the pregrammes that we
are developing, parhculariy woth regard to
geeess wnyl young people having 2 voice 1o
Walcs

Qa0L2002

Crybwyllais bevagraydd annbyasth—n
enwedig mewn perthynas 4§ pwasanacthao
ennoiaeth—a hefivd v gwaith arloesol peysig
¥ gall v secror gwrloddot ymeymryd ag el
gat svinbylu datblvpiadau v pall swdurdodau
Reol eu cymuwys wedyn yo cu puhsan

hMag gentiyn gyidlun v osector pwarfoddol,
Cyngor Partueriaelh ¥ Sectur Uwirloddoel a
thwrdwaith plant & phobl 1fanc—y mae June
Davidsen s sunman yn zelodau ohomynt fel
than o'n cyvinfoldebau gweaimdogol— ac fally
mat gennym berthynas wanth apos &' gector
gearfoddel Fedd bynnag, chaid ome yetyTied
y ffordd y cauff gwasanacibsan er darpars, yo
ogyslal ' gwath o houe pobsiu, mewn
perthynas & Plitant ym Gynlaf a'r thagieont y1
ydvym vo en datbhypu, yo enwedip mewn
parthvaas § mymediad g rhor s 1 bolyl tfanc
yng Nghymo

Datganiad ar Effcithian Fechyd Sellafield
Statement on the Health EfTects of Sellafield

The AInpster for Health aond Scocal
Services [Jane Huf): In wew of the
concerns expressed by some Membars about
the health implications of Sellafield, I update
the Aszembly on recent developments T am
arateful for the apportanity o do so

Tt 15 imporhdld W ecocghise  that  most
radiaian  cxposure—argund 87 per cent—
comes  Iren natiral o sourees Arhficwl
mdwachvity currently coninbutes about 13
per cent of the annuoal average UK dose, a
very large propothon of fhis comes from
medical eatment Thscharpe: fom muclear
mstatlations conmbate less than 0 02 per sent
of the total avorape UK dose Radiosctive
digcharpes in the UK are regulated under the
Radioactive Substances Act 1993 to ensure
that discharges remam withm bernationaily
agreed levels, which are designed te protect
hoth hurmsn hezlth and the enwronment
Such megulabon 1w carmed out by the
Enwviromment Agency, which, together wath
the Fomd Stundsrds Apemey,  condocts
surveys of lhe UK lermestrial and macine
envionmenls  The Emvronmgnt Apency's
momtomng  of  radwachivity . m fhe
environment  provides  an  undependent
assessment ol the public’s exposure from
non-rood pathways, meludilg the eecupation

Y Gremrudog dros lechyd & Gwasanaethau
Cymderthaso]l (Jane Dutf): O ran y
pryderon a fymegwyd gan ta Aclodan am
oblygiadan wechyd Sellafield, hysbysaf ¥
Chynulbiag o ddatbbymaday drweddar Y1 owyl
¥1 ddinlehipar am y eyifle 1 wnand hyany

Mac'n bwyaig epdnabed y daw's rhan faryaf
o ymbelydredd—twa 37 ¥y cant—o
fmencllay manol Ar hym o bryd, mae
ymbelydredd artiffisiel tua 13 ¥ cant o ddogn
blynydde] y D7 ar gyfartaledd, daw canran
fawr 1wm o byn o domeeth feddygol
Cyfranna gollynmadau o westhfeydd nowelear
a1 na 002 v cant o pyfanswmn dogn y T ar
gyfartaledd Rhealmdder  golbyngiadou
ymbeledrol yo v DU o den Ddeddf
Sytweddanz Ymbelydrol 1993 | siwrhau bod
gollynmadan o fewn lslelan ¥y cvtunwed
amynt ya thypgwiedel, svdd &'r nod o
ddingelu sechyd dymol a’r ameylchedd
Cyflawmar v gwarth rheolsiddic hwa pan
Amantacth yr Amgylchedd sydd, ar ¥ evd &'c
Amarmiaeth  Safonew  Bwyd, »n cynoal
arolygon v amgylcheddan trol a morcl ¥ DU
Mae pwaith Asiantseth yr Amgylehedd ar
fomto ymbelydredd yon 1 ampylchedd yn
thot  wseaad  anubyinol ¢ amlygpad ¥
evhoedd 1 vinbelydredd nad yo'n ymwneud 4
boryd, ¥o eymnwys tragthan, glanmau afon ac
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The commuftee 13 conmdenng  the
peograplncal varmakons wn chuldhood cancer,
based on data held by the Oxford registry of
childbood tumonrs Tt was asked o advise oo
which—if anv—nuclear nstatlatons mm Great
Brilan have modences of childhood cancer
and leukacoma o thar vicwuby that are
sgruficantly cutside the nanonal dismbunen
of these diseases COMARE 5 thersfore
consilermg the geograplucal distnbution of
canver lo s8¢ how the pattern of vases arovnd
miclesr  installabhons  compores  with  the
naoonal patiem

The UK Governooeol hes  also asked
COMARE o sst up a new brood-huased
working proup to review the nsk assocrated
with ntarnal mgestion of mdw-nuelides, and
the need for bothsr research The worong
portpy wll discess  whether curment nsk
models are shll valid mm hght of dfferng
views | shall contimne to ensure that we keep
m close touch with the wotk bemg
undertaken 1w thes sres

David Lloyd. Dyolch, Jane, am ¥ datganiad
Yt wyt yn datzan buddiant fel meddyy temlu
hlae't muater hwo ya hollbwysig ac ¥ despan
gofid, a phryder mawr A chynyddol—yn
cowedig ¥og Nowermiagth hwverddon Mac
punp o Aclodaw's Cynulbad hefvd yn
petedan o'r vorll thyng-seneddol Pridenug
Crwyddehy Un o bof bwynlian  trafod
cvfariod or corff ovn y Nadehg cedd ¥
datblvgiad ccsihau cymyag drweddarafl vn
Suflafield Ar ddwedd ¥ ms byddaf vn
voweld i Sellafield gwdag aelodav't corfl
rhyng-sencddel 1 vanymed ¥ mater bom

Mae angen gwybodaeth fanw] a meddygol
pvirr o't sefyilia  Mas't pryder wed
vynyddu o ganlymad 1 ddatblymad ocisidian
eyiveg vo Sellafield, fol ¥ crvbwyllus
eismes, ¥ enwedig wnp  MNgwernuasth
Iwerddon, e y maz"n bwne tospg ar hyn o
bryd Mac’n casl en drarod ar ¥ cyfryngan yn
feunyddic). vn enwedig gan fod cthohad
vylfiedol ¥n ages Hwm yw un o't piif
byhera melod yng Newenmaedh leenddol
Gan fod sdordr gogledd Cymru yo ned at
Sellafizld na Gwenniacth Beerddon, fe ddvlai
{od wio fater o bryder 1 monaw helyd yma

08012602

Mac's pwvllper yo yetvmed v amtrywiadan
desaryddol mewn canser ymhlith plam, wn
seiiediy &r ddata a pedwir gan moffescfa
Rhydyehen ar dyfiemnau plant Gofyanwyd
do  nodi's  gwerthfeydd mwclear  ym
Mhrydam Fawr —os oes tha o pwbilie
mae achosion 0 ganser a lewcenua ymhieh
plat vo ew hardal leol thpyo yn owch oz
dosbartnad cenedlacthol ¥ clefydon hym
bae COMARE felly yn ystyned dosbarthiad
daearyddel canser e mwyn pweld sut mas"r
paltwm o nchoxion o ameylch gweithfedd
newelear  yoo eymhbaru d'r pamrwm
cenedlaethol

Gofynnedd  Llywodmeth y TIT hefid
COMARE  selydly  gwelthgor ceog oL
gempas 1 adolygu'r nsg sv'o gyaylinedig &'r
brozes o armbyneu radio-pawehdau yn fewnol,
o't apgen am ymchwil bellach Bydd y
gwerthgor yo trafed a yw'r modelar nsg
cvipedol yo ddidys o hyd oy sgll
gwahamaethau barn yoglén & hwy Byddaf
¥h parhan 1 merhan e bed yn cadw mewn
cysyllimd agoy 3'r gwiidh o whnew yo y musy
hwn

David Lloyd: Thank sou, Jane, for your
sealement [ declars an mieresl as a general
pracihonsr This msee 15 cmeal and & cause
for concern, and preat and ncreasing
anzacty—ospectally 1 the Republie of
Ireland Five Assembly Members are also
members  of  the  Bnbsh-Insh  inter-
parliamentary body Ome of the man topics
of discusson at a meshnyg of the hody before
Chtistttiaz was  the latest maxed omde
development 1n Sellaficld At the end of the
moith, | widl be wisting Sellaficld with
tembers of the mia-parlumentary body e
consder this sz

Detal=d and medwcally accurate informakion
about the stustion 15 required The anxiety
has increased as a result of the MOX
development 1w Sellaficld, as I have already
mentioned, especially 1m the Republie of
Ireland, where ot 15 currently a buming 15502
it 15 duscussed daly 0 the media, sspeaally
sinee 4 geperal elecbon 1z mmmment Ths ws
one of the man dizenssion topres m the
Reputlic of Treland Smce the north Wales
coust 15 closer to Sellafield than the Republic
of Ireland, 1 showld alse be a maler of

concern for us hero
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gapress their concstns apply equally to
Wales.. mdeed Wales 15 a dam sight nearer
Sellafield thun Norway or Ireland Should we
not be making swmlar representatons of
ave CONCEIn 1o Westmnster, especially m
the wake of 11 September, becauss we now
know that  there  are  wdnadoals  and
orgamsations ndent on prang the word
harmkaze" r  potenoefly  comaclysnoc
dirnengion”

Jane IToct: T have indicated the Westmimstar
Giovernunont’s responsiihies for thes The
First hfrmizter mentooned the fact that thesc
15gpes were rmsed on the midehnes of the
Botish-Trish Comieti meeting, which the First
Mlrustz2r, Tenny Ronderson and | efended m
Dceerober It s un issus ool just for ireland,
Walcs agd England, bul also, as [ think
Rhodn Morgan mentioncd, the [sle of ban,
which 1= nght in the middle of the Insh sea

It 15 also emportant thal we are considerng
other interguvernmenlal agresments such as
the Sintra aprecrment, which 15 Jookng at
discharges mto the Morth scza and othet
waters, amd sccks ta roduce madwachve
discharges to the sca to close o 2ot by 2020
We must reeogmae that that 15 not dependsmnt
on the UK's actons alone but also on those
of other countrics

It 15 ymportant that Mernbers here have a role
and TeprEsenIOn, Tmse issues and meot
cofleagues of the Brbish-Insh parliamentary
body  becanss  that  cosures  Member
nvolvement However, we mast address the
imsues 1 have rased, oot qust by seelang
supporl, advice, mudance and research from
COMARE, but also the informahaon that has
conis throwgh the Food Standards Agency,
which, along with the Emaronment Apenicy,
las a Wales body We must look to those
apencies to provide us wath reagsurance, and
use pur powers i our Comuttees to rawsc
guesliong wath thern

Travid Melding. On the health aspaci of ths
question, 1 am  pleased ©e hear your
reagourance on the safery of the Sellaficld
ptocesses However, it 15 wmportant Lhat we
sottbmue the mast effechive memiunng of the
epwironmnent and of Lhe direst health effects,

&40
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lswodraethan hynny femep en pryderon w
m mor perthoasel | Gymme——m Wi mac
Cymru dipvo yo nes al Sellafield na Moy
gc Twerddon Om ddylem fud yo mynen
prvderon difitfinl tebyg 1 San Sicifun, yn
enwedig ar 3] 11 Medi, aherwydd gwyddom
bellach fod wmpolien s sefydbadau sy'm
bendermel o o dmensiwn tryclunebus o
bosibl L gair “lemnpkaze ™

Jung  Hutl:  MNodas  gyflddldeban

Llywedrasth San Sielfan mewn perthynas 3
nyn Crybwyllodd v Pof Weirndog v Hatth 1'r
matenion byt pael en cot ar ymylos eyfarfad
Cyngor Prydawn-Iwerdden, a fynychwyd gan
v Pnf Wemidog, Jenny Randerson a mitwlan
v s Rhaghr WNid y='n fater 1 Iwverddon,
Cymnru a Lloegr vo umig, ond hefyd, f2] v
crybwyllodd Rhodn Morgan fe gredaf, 1
Yoys Mouoew, sydd vng opghanol mbr
Iwerddon

Mae lhefyd yo bwyag cm bod m ystymed
cytundeban rhyoglywedrasthol erall megs
cytundeb Swtra, sy’n edrych ar allyngiadan
vin mér ¥ Gogledd ac ym moreedd erarll, ac
g7 cetsn Nethau pollymnadau ymbelydrel
1"r mir a sicthan bodd braudd dum erbayn 2020
Rhaid mm gydosbed nsd yw hyooy'n
ditymmn ar weithredisdaw's DU yo umg ond
hefyd ar weichrediadau gwledydd erall

Mag'n bwysyy bod gan s Aclodau yma oél e
chynryehrolagtl, en bod yn codi materich ac
yo owrdd & chyd-aclodan corff seneddol
Prydam-Twerddon am fod hymoy'n siethau
cyfranopad vr Aelodeu Fodd bynnap, thad
imm fynd 177 sfasl &' matenon 2 podayd
pennyf, mid drwy gessio wymerth, <ynger,
canllewian s ymchwil zan COMARE yo
umig, ond befpd ¥ wybodaetl a ddaeth v law
drwy gyfremg w1 Asanlaelh Safonan Bwod,
sydd, ar y owd ap Asantzeth y1 Amgylchedd,
i chortf yng Nghymru Rhaid mm cdrych at
yT Assanraethau hymmy 1 ron Swerwydd oo, 2
thatrd mn ddeforyddio e pweran yo em
Pwyllgorau 1 godi oweshynan gyda hwy

Davad Meldhmg: O ran 37 agwedd sechyd ar v
cwestown v, v wyf yo falch o glywed cich
sicrwydd ar ddwogelweh prosesau Scllafield
Fodd bynpag, mec'n bwymg om bod wo
parhan 37 dull mwvaf effatual o fomtro'r
amgyilchedd a'r effoduan 1echyd



terrumsl atlack oo tclear metallabons 1 the
UK and beyond, that hes been an 1ssue Tor ke
LUK Gowvermment and iis pacners o theo
wsponss o 11 September We arc part of
that, gven thai Sellafield 15 on our borders, m
terms of the north Wales coast The
Aszsembly, witlin ts powers, and mo=
relanonsiop wath the relevant bodees and our
collegeues 1n Westninster, mmist ensure that
It 1= chear om thesc 1ssucs, that I zan mve you
the mformation that T have at oy disposal on
the impact of discharges in the Nerth sea oo
the nperth Walts coast, and that o
enlleagnes’ 1ssues are reeopsed

Rhodrr Glyn Thomas You heve reterred
gencrally to the situation at Sellafield, but all
parfics heve mded wsues with you today
abont the safety of Scllafield, the potemtial
danpers of a tervorst atteck and  health
implications This 15 & stople question, Jane
Do you mtend to make representabions on
behalf of the Natonal Assembly for Wales,
tp e Wesmunsler Govemeent on those
1ssues, whoch bave been clearly tased by all
parhes boers Uig afternoon?

Jone Huit: In terms of my statement today,
have clearlv rosponded w the COMARE
research We have represeatstion m relanon
tor that mpottant cognrmites on the roedwal
aspecte of radianom The  Nanenal
Hadwloges]l  Prodection  Board 15 an
indcpendent statutory hody set up by the
Radiglogical  Protection At 1991 Tt
advances our knowledge about the pratection
of maddood from radition hazaeds 1 am
advised that the nfommatn en health
snacts demonsiratey fet far more vadianon
comes from medisal and hospital reatrent
than from nuclear mstallabons i the TR
That 1z the serentifie evidencs ] have given
this statement today, although 1asues sach s
maxed oxele Laal arg not within our powers
and responstbties It iz vatal  thal owr
Weskimpser colleagues kmow  that these
1agues have been rawed snd I wall be bappyr to
wrse to therm oo draw attenbon o oy
staleinent and the pomts made m the
Aszembly

SMhpm
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matenon hysmy O ran  effarth  unrhyw
ymosodiad terfysgol ar weithfeydd nreclear
vin v D1) a thu hwnt, bu hyany'n fater |
Tyerodraeth ¥ DU ay pherimenad 3 ew
hymareh 1 11 Meds Yr ydym m vn rhan o
hynay, o ystirwed y fHath bod Sellsfield vn
agos 1'n fimew, o ren arfondr ¥y Gogledd
Fhad 1'r Cyoulliad, o fewn €1 bweran, ac yn
€1 berthvmas gyda’r cyrff perthnasol a'n cyd-
Aclodau yn San Steffan, sicrhau e1 fod yo Elir
yogifn &' matenon bym, ¥ gallaf rea'c
wybodaeth  sydd gennyl  ar cllinth
gollynmadan vin mdr v Gogledd ar arfordir
gogledd Cymru iche, ac ¥ cydnabyddir ¥
mitenon a godir gan cin cyd-Asiedan

Hhaodn Glyn Thomas: Ovicimasoch yn
gyfiredng] i y sefiilfa yo Sellafield, ond
codadd pob plad fatemen & chi heddier
yoglfn § dwwelweh Sellaficld, peryelon
posibl vmosodiad tefysgol a goblygiadan
iechiyd Mae hwm yn gwestwn syml Jane A
ydych yn bewmadu gwoeod sylwadau ar ram
Cyvnuiliad Cenedlacthol Cymru, 1 Lywodraeth
San Seeffan ar ¥ materion hiynny, a godwnd
gan yr hotl bierdian sydd yma v prynheawn
:ﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂr’

Jeoe Hutt: QO ran {7 natgamad heddiw, wr
wif vn amlwg wedi vmateb 1 ymehwal
COMARE Mae pannym gymrycluolaeth ar y
pwyllor pwysy hwnow ar yr apweddau
meddygol ar ymbelvdradd Mae't Bwrdd
Cenedlacthol Diogelu Badiolegel yn favrdd
ststudol anmbyunel a sefydlwid gan Ddeddf
Dnagelu Radialegol 1981 Mac'n gwella en
d¢alltwnacth ¢ ddiogelu dynol ryw thag
perveion  ymbelydredd  Fe'm cynghorwyd
fod v wybodasth ar effelwan echyd yn
dangos v daw llawer mwy o ymbelydredd o
dnnreth feddygal a thooeeth yebny nag o
wouthfevdd ntwelsar yn v DU Mae ymny'n
dysticlaeth  wyddonol  Gwpeulmm ¥
dargamad hwo heddiw, er nad yw malenen
fel tanwedd ocsid cymiysg o fewn om pweriu
a'n cyfrfoldeban Mae'n hanfodol bod emn
cyd-Aelodan yn San Steffan yo pwybod bod
v matznon hyn wedi cacl eu codi ac v1 wyl
yo [wy ma pharod | yegriferam atynt 1 dyonu
svlw at fv natgamiad a't pwyntiau 8 woaed yn
v Cynulhad



Eleamor Buraham: e fock w0 vou Jane 1o
reassure us that muclear power will come to
an cod as 5oon a5 nossible

Jane TTutt [ am not hore 1o comricil on
poimcal contradicuens | will espond o your
poiols on concerns and studigs, for example,
Dt Chns Dusby's green audit study o 1598,
the Welsh Officc reccived a copy of that
shudy, whieh clamed that the gk of
childhnod  lepkaesrmia  imcreased  wath
proximity to the Insh sea coagt However, the
Cormutes on Medweal Aspests of Radianon
rm the Lnvirctment—OORMARE, which |
have menbioned on many oceasinng— fully
womsaderzd hus report and confirmed Gat it
had found no evidence 1o support the
contenlion that there was inereased merdencs
of leukserma o other chldhood capcers
amecag the Weilsh populabon g close 1o
the Insh aca

It t5 wuporl:nt (o teslate Lhat that was the
reault ol (OMARE R eonsidetating of v
Chrrs Busby's green audit It 15 glso
roportan e state that I am waihng far a
epirt by the Welsh cancer intellipence and
survedllancs tiit on chuldhood leokaerus 1o
Chepsww oo a result of concerns ravsed by Dr
Chns Bughy abomt pogsihle bhoks betwesn
ctuldhood aral acdelt leukeemia and proxumty
o CHelbwy nuaclear pawer stahon That
demonsirales that when such 1ssmes and
sludies are brought to our attenhion, weo ask
COMIABRE s respond to them  The
comeuttze 18 made up of mdependent
seicalists and rescarchers Clearly, it 13 vutal
that wneopie can raise these issuss and
questions andd scrutimise aund ask for morc
miomation on the soedies wodenaken bw
COMARE I am happy (o provide more
mformation, but congidenng the safery of all
ouT nuclear msiallatioms m Wales sod [irtner
afieid 15 & Toapor e

Mus'n ghr w'r hwn a
ddywedasoch  fod . COMARE
holibwysiz ac o allweddel oberwydd
dyma't wng fodd v cewr uworhyw fath o
feambwn new gyfraniad gan mywun Svdd yo
swyhod Mvwhsth am w1 oelfen feddygol
Dagrau pathau yw fod hwn yo fater Prydaime
ohersydd pan wnasthpwyd ¥ penderfymad 1

Garcth  Jdones

A8/ 12002

Eleanor Purnbam: Thbynpwn amoch che
Jane 1’n swerhau v daw piver miwelear 1 ben
cyn gynred & phosbl

Jape Hutt: Mid wyf yma 1 wmewd sylwadan
ar withddywediadan gwieidyddol Ymatehal
1ch pwynhao ar bryderon ac sstudaetha, o
enghraiflt, astudiacth archealiad poeyrdd D
Chrns Bushy %p 1998, derbymiodd ¥
Swyddfa Gymrerg gop: o't astudacth honnae,
g omdd yn honm bod ¥y msg o lewoems
ymhlith plant yn cods yo agos at arfordo Mér
Iwerddon  Fodd bymnag,  vatynedd v
Pwyloor o Apweddan  Meddvpel e
Ymbelvdredd w1y Amgylehadd—
COMARE—a  grybwwilaze 2 sawd
achlysur—e1  advoddiad w1 llawm  a
chadarnhandd wda bewho 4 chanfod nornyw
dyshiplasth 1 ategu’r homad bod mwry o
gchosion o lewocrma neuw fathan cmdl o
ganscreu ymthlith ¥ plant ym mhoblagasih
Cymam g1°0 by per mar Iwerddon

Mae'n bpwvsg pwysissio ma dyoa
ganlyniad ystyrizeth COMARE o archwihad
gwyrdd Dr Chrs Busby  Mae hefyd yn
bwwsig nodh fy mod yo aros am adreddiad
gan uned gwybodeeth ac arolygu canser
Cyraru ar leweerma ymohlith plant yng Nghas-
gwent o ganlyniad 1 bryderon a godwyd pan
[ Chns Basby yoplde 1 chyeyllnada; posibl
rhong lewoemsa yrohlhith plant ac cedolien as
agostwydd ar aromfz Qldbury Dengys hyooy
em bod yo gofin 1 COMARE ymaleb 1
untlyv fatemon ac astudracthan a ddygwyd
o svlw Mae't pwyllger o eynhieys
gwrddonayr 2e ymchwiwyr anmbynnol Yo
ailweg, mas'n hepfodol ¥ gafll pobl god’r
matenan a'r cwestiynau hyn s chrefin »
pofyn am Lwy o wybodeeth am 3t
azitdipethau a wner gan COMARE YT wyf
yn Ty na pbarad 1 rn meay o wybodaath,
ond mac ysiyned dwgelweh  sn hall
weithfevdd nwclear yog MNehymoow ac y
bwat 1 Gymorw va fater hollbwryaig

Ceareth Jones: It 15 clear from what you have
saui that COMARE"s role t5 crucial becawss
thie 1= the only way that thoze who
undersiand (he medical effects can make sy
comtybumety Unfortunatedy, this s 3 Bnbsh
1sgus becanze when the decison was mede to
buld a now schoel on o polluted @te m
Llandudne, thers was no oput by snyooe
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Cur Ref CLP/2

20 Febnaary, 2002

Davld Winnick Eaq., MP,

Britsh-Insh Inier-Parfamentary Body
House of Commons

LONDON 3W1A DAA

England

Dear Mr Winnigk,

Thank yoat wary much indeed for sending me the transcript of the Plenary Session of
BIIP.E meetng held v Boumemexsth on 3 and 4 December, 2001; i made
interesting reading

in raply to the Body's request for my commants on thw “Sellafield” debale, | am sure
that you will sppreciate that any observetions | make, wili be in relation to the nuciear
fusl reprocessing plent operated by the Compagnie Gérérele des Matigres
Nuclésires {COGEMA) at Cap da la Hagus, on the Cotentin Peninsula, Normandy,
and not BNFL, Seltafield

The COSEMA Nuclear Reprucesaing Plant first came on-hne in 1966, In 1865, one
year pnar to operatisn of the plant, the Istand bagan ite Environments! Monitonng
Prograrmme The intially concerbated on measuring radioactivity ievels in the
manne environment Needless io say, almost everything detected it the sea, was
and stl =, of natural otigin. Man-made arbficlal nuclides mostly crigmnated from
nugiear wezpons testng. Owver the years the levels of radicachvity atnbutable 19
weapons testng has gradually declmed and thankfully since reprocessing began, the
amount of radicactiviy attiibutabla to nuclear industry hes alen dechined  Our
montonng programme conbinues to confirm that the levels of artficial radionuciides
are of neghgible biological cansaguence to the populations of the Channel Islands

Over the years, our monitanng programme haz steadily widened, we were amongst
the fist authontes o install a 24 hour radiation surveillance system, and n addhion
o our own comprehenswva monitonng systerns, we now aiso accommodate gamma
radiahon monitonng systems for the UK and French Goyemments as well as a UK
local authorty Guernsey enjoys excellent working relationstips with radiological
iaboratonas in Germany and France as well 2s the UK NRPE and DEFRA.

| am pleased to say thal noné of our montonng systeéms have ever been activeted
due ko nuclear operations en the neighbeunng coast of France,

Unfortunateiy, nuclear 1ssues tend to be very emotive and public concerns can ba
easlly amsused, often withaul any understanding of tha true facts - and not 8 menton
of MMR vaccine |t s true that some of the l2as well inforrmed members of the public
are concemed to have a reprocessing plant and a nuclear powar staton (2x1300
megawatt PWR's) on our doorstep, but | believe the more enlightsned members of
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the community realae that glabally, we simply cant continue to consume ever
increasing amounts of fossi fuels. | concur with the views expressed by Lord Dubs,
who drow a companson between the level of exposure which could be received
guting ar trzvel and that received from nuclear reprocessing. Reskdents of Guernsey
recaive a substantally lower leval of exposure from the nuclear industry, than they do
frem a single holiday fight te Spain or the USA

At the Bournemouth meeting, the 1ssue of terrcrism was also raised. Akhough the
securty arrangements for the planis are subject to sagunty restrictions, it 1= public
krowledge that the French Authartes responded vary rapedly after Septembar 117,
seting up a network of mabile Crotal (Rettiesnake) ground to air missile batteries and
fighter mircraft to defend the GOGEMA and EDF sites A fught exclusion zone hag
als0 peen impogad around e araa o the plants

Personatly, | am of the spimien that if lerrorigts want to create maximum camage and

disruption, unprotected, soft targets such as Disneyland Pans on a busy Summaer's

day. are far more likely t0 be attacked, that any nuclear instailation protected with
_ guided missites and fighler arcraft.

The Cwil Ceferce Commitios & regularly represented at the reglonsl Special
Permanant Informaton Comnussion {CSPI. The Commusmien is an  official
organisgbon comprstig  represertatves  from  central govemment, regione!
government, local communites, regulatory suthontes, research bodies, and
oppanents of the nuclear industry efc. | assume that a similar system operates in
regard to Seliafiskd, whereby all sections of the commurity are kepl fully informed
about deveiopments elc

The axistenca of COGEMA la Hague, 3 a fact of life, and something which we will
have to live with for many years 1o come - even If reprocessing were io be stopped
over-night. Fortunately, our Franch neighbours operate ther nuciear nstaliauons o
a very high standard, and thew installalions are modem and welt maintained
However, we have a ditty to reman viglant and evoid any possibility of being ‘ulled
into complatency.

- 1 wae very SOy to read that Depuly Mike Torode made & rather inappropnate joke
about "you being able to recognise us with the lights off because wa will be the cnes
who glow In tha dark” Please let me reassure you or, any potantial visiters to
Guemsey, that nothing could be further from the truth, the only giow which exists, &
tha warmth of pur weloome.,

Perhaps one day, | will be able to have the pleasurs of welcoming you to the Island
50 that you may expensnce thia glow Tor youraeif

Yours singeraly,
{BIGNED R : Berry)
R C Bamy, OBE

Vice-President
States Civil Defence Committee.
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The Co-{hawmwen,
Drwsh-lish Inter-Parbamentury Body

B S I B
Crear Jirs
P L I W -
| have recerved o copy of (e transeryds of the Aebrale on Sellafield which
SESINTHENT 17 ok place at the meeunz of the Brilsh-lnsh leter-Pathamenlacy By on 4

THE LB T AR Tecember l4st

[he lnish Governnent shares Lhe concerns expressed wl L debate by the
nugsher of the speakers abour Scliafieh] Ag you know, the Trish Governmuent
15 tatally apposed o e contnued operation and wny expansion of the
Sellafcld mant It sees Sellaficld, wath s multiphicily ol Operanons, s
representing 4 porenttally  Serious threal 10 Jrafand’'s public heatth and
orv romnens as well as aur wital commersidl inlerests aych as fisthng,
agneulire and bansm These coneenne Rave Diconme mush My acule n

UICA GLYE PR T

CUTIIM DT Mg, 1k the hht of the evenits of Seprember 1ih
The Torsh Covierment s voncerns aboul Seflafield relate parheutacky o -
iz safely standurds amd safery mataecment al the S0,

thie slorage on sUe Liquad form ol hegh level radcaciive wasre,
the continued repracessing of spent nuclear fuel at thiz s1le,

T btz =155 . 463 2000

LR e 162 20C 3 the transportatson vf nuclear luels to arud froom thae plaet,
the combinet operabion of the ald Magnaox reactors.

Y +3¢3tarud

e e ihe discharge of radivactive matenals into the lrish Sea.

Ihe sk of a catastrophie wecwdent,
the proposed comoussinng of Lhe Mixed Oxide or MOR fucl Tubnicaticn

plant

The Lnsh Governmenl rejects the view that auclear sncrgy 1s sustainable
hecause of the contmmng and usresalved concerns that nuelear technalogy
comtinues 1o present i {eons of safety and aceadent sk, prublems about (he
wranspart of nuclcar masenials, the 1ssues surrounding waste management, the
needess reprocessing uf nuclear matenaks and mereased peoliferation nsks
These cancems, allied (o the hagh capeal Costs assucialed with nuclear
enerey, make it orally unsustainable

| would Tike to comment on some of the views exprassed at the debate
Roference was made 1o the effect Lhat an accidem simalar 10 Chernobyl could
pot happen @ a nuclear plant io Britun While, obviously, 1 would Jtke to
believe that te be the case, the fnsh authonties consider Lhat the potental for
a magor aceident al Sellafucld 1s real There have been nuimerous acoudcnts

C Pupear 1005 Alnursalia -
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anmel cnenlents al Seflaneld down the years since the masor fue an 1957 a
Wirnlamale as Sellaleld was then kiown The moreasing nuratier of safory-
related moidents dureng dhe 1990°: mcluding e falsificanon of safoly
related  chata for the MOX fuel pellers prompred the UK's Nuelear
fustaliuioms fnspectorate ANTI w carry out, w3 19945, a dedaled exanunatuen
of safety standacds amd safety managemant at the plam The resulung NII
reports, published in Febroary 2000 was conwcal ol saiety al the plant and
tecommended no less than 63 recossmmemnlanons for nproving safely
Tonday over two years laer, o sigmiicant nurmbser of these recommendationg
haye yer 1 he implemented T he views of e Insh Cravernmcnt, that the
Nils findig  substannally undernune any  assernons that tae Scllafield
GperHlions ars safe

Acormment was also made dunng the detede, o tie contest of a September

FLU svpe antack, thar Sellafeld 15 nol any more vulnerabile than any other
nuelear plant and that the conseguences of an weralt crazsmag e Sellaficld
would be small and localised  Inohus regacd, | would ke to poinn oug ihat
the Lirector of the K Deparimenu al Trscde emd Tiedusory's CHbze for ol
Maclewr Saeurity, in s recent Report — ' The Stalz of Secury o the Cuval
Muclear Tndustry and Tffechivencss of Soiunty Repuldanon ™ - siales that "a
siccessTul sabolage atack onoa noclear facilay could cavse widespread
radioue ve comamumieen amd loss ol hile amd that the “theft of noclear
midternal could aise Bave senmous consequences

Feferenee was also made w te MOX plant and Ike pont wis made kol
adihiiirad rachoactiviy cimuEsicng ansing from the plat aould be low and
th.it there would be no thizat assoctdted with shipmenis of MOX Tuel  The
lrish Gavernsaent s letally opposed @ the MOX plant The MOX plam will
elfoutively perpetuate nuiiear reprocessing activitics at Sellafield thes adding
ler e level of radicactive deschurges o the manne cnvironment It wall
werease the volume of worklwide shipmends of nuclear fuels with obyious
adlilional volume of waffic through the Insn Sea and thus pose an
ungceeplable safety and secunily nsk as well as the potenteal for a major
aecident or rerronst atack  The Trish Government secs no o jusoficaton,
eronomic of otherwise for this plant and. as you know. has taken [cpal achon
against the Brish Government in relation to the plant These operatnns pase
ar unacceptable hazard and rnisk o public healih and The environmenl and
shioulid coase

Yours Tatthiolly,

. Y
T’ " - :
Martin Culler, T I,
Ymesier for the Enviconmen! amd [Docal Covermnenl



