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Crear Co-Char,

1 am zleascd to has e the oppartusity 1o respond, onachall ofihe Government, to the
reresting, cnformed and very uschil dehites whigh loolk pleee ar the ast plenary
gagsror of the Bulsh-Trish Inlor-Fatianientary Body i Chagastew from 17 19 Oetober
1ast

The dehote on pobineal development: we Worthern Lelond was, as always, 2 valuable
and stuntteting diseussion of the wesues farsg all ofas i worlong tewards the il
irpletnenlation ol the Good Friday Agrecrment The eross-party supperr which fhe
Lrtsh-Insh Tnsr-Tarhameniary Boay oflers to hoth S0y crioments tn ol effors
secure peacs and politicel stabihity 1o Maortlicmn Ireland 13 vary much appraciated.

When the Bady tnst met in Chepstow, many of us were hopelul thaet ke cutstandmg
IS8hES BEVE Nedr [0 raeelunen and (hal 8 compuehens ve agreerent would be reached
However, 23 voul know, 1t was no possikle to rcack: agreciment :n respeet of the
tramsparency clement of decommussioning ver ou the elrney of sovimmaent m respect
af the ending of paramiittary aetvny 7 subseguent Northerm Baokl natd and s
altribulien to the [RA ras been a very unweleome ansd disappointing setback for the
acper process  The necd fon a complets end 1o all [oeug of paramilitary activry,
ooy erisinatiy, lws never veen cleares Iz order to restore iuar and confidencs
w all sudos, these rssnes st be addreczed defimbively  The twa Gevslnmenrg will
COTLTNE to Wik 0 ensomrage these who tove £y ot wfiuenee on these 159088 o find
g way to reaore the trust aad confifience o pe! the mocess back cn track Inthe
meontmie, ihe Cuvermezents wall conbnoe w work ctosely wECTNEr 10 advance il
zepoets of the Apreawent  We are deteronnad g current difficulnes should not be
cMowed o eeperdize Gie sigiaMcarl pregress sade 19 receni years, The Good Friday
Agsreemen xocoss fall nmplementation cma s the shamed workr g agerda Tom hoth
Coverneienis

Lhe Govermeiord veey ctach weloam s 1fu Jobate an gmedane wm pahlice plaecs which
toog plase o Chepstow and, 11 pasoulan, the womrnenls on irciand': Smiohe-Free
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Workplace Tmbabve  The Chuverntment nowez the steps baing teken i our
nenglirourng pemsdisiions o provide for the inredection of smoke-ftes workplaces
legisiciiem and woshes all canszmed every sececss wilh duz important picklie henlth
e iion

Marel 2005 will sec Iraland eelebraning the fivet arniversary ol e miredienen of our
Srole Free Worsplzee Irinaqve  Tihus posthve, progresacee heaith and safsy
medswe nad bestawed mmmediats snd long-iery health enefss to workors and the
goneral moble 2Wse The rcaponss 1o date acrads a1 ceclars (s very pasinve with
gompliznee al 8 very high tavel The succzss®l introduction of the mew pubhz healty
madrure reflests the widcspread panic sepoort, enthumasm znd koodwil) that exists
ot a lealthy s=nokc-tres cniironmert i the workplace

This craasurs 15 previding 2 heatfs bezacy, ot rast for current, but afea Tor future Irsh
pemEratiens, wino therddndly w il noever now wizat ot wes hike 1o work m oan eanioged
sraie~tilfed e pomiment

Thie dobats an Conynetes 75 ropar pa Wasie hznagement wus moat tumely,
cunsnering o challenres faowg us 10 Enprovene e manner mowineh we deal with
wasie s 2 ruuleer of the spoaiters noted, the plegtic oag tes i Ireland kaz proven
vory suceessfil Tt bus tesitod o2 9424 dociense D Liter amsimg trom plastic bags
whiie the Tnanes eollecied from he levy, wiuek a12 allorled to the BEovirenment Tand,
1w elemg to Sl over 99 locat authomiy reeyeling projects

The Covernmaat’s e Forts 1o make consumers and buasiness awars of the vecd io

“2 eduee, Boosc and Recyele™ hes teon 1od hy & successlul waste awareness
enmyaizn, the "Rece egunst Waste™, wiuch included TV, radio and press pubhety, Tn
carnlt oo wih Northorn treland's “VWalke up 10 Waste” campa: gn, 8 coos-hordar
campalen was underiaken m {2 second half o 2004

Tam pleased o note ihar the merearcd Lge of ¥ecyeimg has now resu'ted 17 the pverail
1ecyeling rate tnerensilg from 9% w1922 to 28% m 2003, roprescnling very
stgraficant progioss lowerds the 'argst ef recycling 29% oF Al muricyp al warte by
2013 Thevs has boen 4 renatksole morcase n the reeveling of packaging waste with
a tecyelirg rate of <2910 2003 Ir2lznd i currently on back Lo meet the target of
recvehng £0%: of all pacieging weste by 2005 TLis estrzated thal F00,501 of the
Sate’s henscholda tud a reeyohry collechine servee aviiable o Thom in 2002 The
Deparimet? af Environment, Henrzge arad Loeal Gayerrment Jre alge 10 the process
of zstakhishing = Morket Devolosraest Prog wnme. which will as 10 develon markos

for rocvclable matcrials

A% 2 murpher of consibrgons o the Srbate noted, however, reoyching 18 jusl ong
Slervent » of wOSlE MANACCIEIM svdlery |rer mst also be ap z(fort to reduce e
amraunl of wes's senerapted as par af an overd!i gl (o jorson ol depoudenies on
Lasdfili
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[ i e weE TIDETERI. [T
Pleusou oo rne it LEELRAG wall e Tosting e nm:t sesslon of tie Body 1o Bundoran
i diarch A fernor o-chiar of hs Badv I am Zehghred to (e this epportuty o

affer vy bestwishes for o successful mesling

Tnu“s emeetely,

- Dr.::'mm Ahcin TD
“imsta inr Foroizn Adlairs




